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Sweden spied on Russian military
until 2001: report
STOCKHOLM (AFP) Nov 18,
2003

Sweden spied on
Russia's military
industry as late as
2OO1, mainly acquiring
information on radar
equipment aboard
Russia's modern fighter
jets in order to better
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equip Sweden's own fighter planes, Swedish radio
reported on Tuesday.

Sweden's Defence Materiel Administration (FMV),
which in addition to providing materielfor the military
also gathers intelligence, smuggled the top secret
equipment out of Russia with the help of small
Swedish companies active in the country, the public
radio said.

"Swedish authorities provided official documents that
were used to get past Russian authorities and make
the deals look official," the radio said in a report on its
website.

Among the Russian materiel acquired, via contacts
cultivated by the small Swedish export company
Exico, was nose radar equipment in 1995 for jet
fighters that was specifically not for export - in other
words, military secrets.

According to documents obtained by Swedish radio,
the acquisition was approved by FMV and senior
defence staff.

Officially, the Swedish government has claimed that
the deal concerned only "measuring equipment for
microwave signals".

An FMV spokesman remained tight-lipped about the
affair on Tuesday.
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Sweden bpied on Russian military until 20Ol: report

'This was a technical purchase, but this was a
technical purchase that we on the Swedish side are
not interested in talking about," spokesman Ulf
Lindstroem said.

Swedish radio noted that Exico's head, Claes Ebbe
Alwen, was convicted of tax evasion in the late
1990s, and that Swedish law prohibits state agencies
from doing business with anyone suspected of tax
evasion.
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